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My second year as ALT in Osaka—Sayama is coming to an end.
It’s been a very interesting and rewarding experience.
From next year home room teachers will officially be in
charge of English lessons. I hope they will try as hard
as possible to use English in the classroom, I had mixed
experiences when the home room teacher acted as TI.

Ideally teachers should always give directions (stand up,

sit down, open/close your books, open/close the window,
look at me, etc) and greet (good morning, see you, etc.) in English only, it wasn’ t always
the case. Likewise, students should be urged to use as much as possible the classroom
vocabulary they have learnt (thank you, you are welcome, here you are, etc.).

I was sometimes puzzled by how English classes were approached by students and sometimes
even teachers. It should be made clear to children that English is an important school subject
not a mere chance to have 45 minutes of fun.

I wish students and teachers a great year filled with interesting, useful and enjoyable
lessons!

Luca Biasizzo
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